Schnews briefs (cont’d) 


Lockgreed 

Arms dealers Lockheed Martin are demand¬ 
ing US$44,000 from 52 protesters arrested 
as hundreds blocked Lockheed’s factory en¬ 
trances in San Francisco in April because, as 
one demonstrator put it, “They were unable 
to find weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, 
but we found them right here in Sunnyvale. ” 
Lockheed aren’t short of a bob or two ($30 
billion worth of Pentagon contracts and $142 
billion worldwide since 1992), but say they 
need the money to cover security costs. How¬ 
ever, if Lockheed succeed, a legal precedent 
will be set in the US that says a corporation 
can sue protesters for costs. As one of those 
facing costs commented, “They’re the ones 
who are criminals, not us. And they’re the 
ones who should be paying restitution - to all 
the children, lovers, families and communi¬ 
ties they’ve helped destroy with landmines, 
depleted uranium, cluster bombs, and 
nuclear missiles. Don’t let them get away 
with this.” see: www.sf.indymedia.org 


RAF treatment 

Casualty of War - 8 weeks of counter-terror¬ 
ism in rural England is a new report out by 
human rights group Liberty into the policing 
of demonstrations at RAF Fairford, Glouces¬ 
tershire. During the recent invasion of Iraq 
Liberty found a clear policy of using anti¬ 
terrorism laws to prevent legitimate protest. 

Between 1 March and 30 April, 61 people 
were arrested at Fairford - 27 were subse¬ 
quently charged with public order (but not 
terrorist) offences. At its most extreme an 
anti-terrorist order was served on an 11- 
year-old girl (her father is now seeking legal 
redress) and a coach-load of demonstrators 
were ‘kidnapped’ by police (also the subject ol 
a legal action). So how much did the whole 
thing cost? Glos. cops dished out £3.26 
million and the MoD police, £3.79 million - 
to stop protestors trying to prevent planes 
from flying out of the airbase and bombing 
the people of Iraq. For copies of the report see 
www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk/ 


Old news and bad news 


According to our Stats Department, in the 
year to last March overseas owners ex¬ 
tracted a massive $9093 million dollars 
from the NZ economy - mainly from the 
efforts of its workers. This is to be expect¬ 
ed when the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development has decided that 
New Zealand is the most taken over econ¬ 
omy in the developed world. 

Does it matter? Well, first it is a measure 
of the size and prosperity of foreign own¬ 
ers so warmly invited here by past gov¬ 
ernments and the present government. It 
is also a measure of the way this economic 
domination continues to grow, and con¬ 
tinues to influence the economic policies 
of our governments that toady to big 
capital as a matter of course. And it is a 
warning that foreign investment does 
nothing for the continuing unemploy¬ 
ment, child poverty, costly health and 


education systems that give a third-world 
face to Aotearoa as we know it. 

Our hope is that the present stagnation of 
the system world-wide will soon lead to a 
world-wide crash. That seems our main 
chance of reversing the sell-out to foreign 
and local capital and taking the economy 
back into the hands of the men and 
women who made it. Jim Delahunty 
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Anti-GE rally sends loud message 


A colourful musical 
march of over 500 
people marched 
through Welling¬ 
ton from Pigeon 
Park to parliament 
on Saturday 19 
July. The march 
was organized by 
Harakeke Eco 
Collective, GE-Free 
NZ, Madge and 
Greenpeace. Their 
demands were simple: theGMO 
moratorium must be made perma¬ 
nent, the government must with¬ 
draw support for the US govern¬ 
ment’s WTO case against European 
opposition to GE foodstuffs, and GE 
research must be made safe, ethical 
and controlled. 

Banners from concerned citizens 
and groups such as Tino Rangatira- 
tanga, Socialist Worker, Animal 
Rights, the Green and Alliance 
parties flew together, all united 
against ending the moratorium. 

As Sam Buchanan from Harakeke 
said at the rally, “If the government 
doesn’t do its job in protecting the 
environment, we’ll have to do it 
ourselves. It’s become clear overseas 
that genetically engineered crops 


are uneconomic, 
due to both lack of 
amarket, andthe 
amount of crops 
lost to sabotage.” 
Other speakers 
included Teanau 
Tuiono (Aotearoa 
Educators), Sue 
Kedgley(Greens) 
and Steven Able 
(Greenpeace). 

The rally fin¬ 
ished with a mock raid on a com¬ 
mercial crop of GE corn on parlia¬ 
ment grounds. As scientists cried 
“Think of the corn”, activists 
destroyed the unwanted crop. 

Emily Bailey from Harakeke 
summed it up when she said, 

“New Zealanders are very aware 
of the dangers of introducing new 
organisms into our fragile envir¬ 
onment. From possums to painted 
apple moth, deliberate or acciden¬ 
tal biosecurity breaches have 
resulted in a damaged environ¬ 
ment and a huge bill for the 
taxpayer.” 

Members of the public have 
spoken. It is now up to the govern¬ 
ment to take the corn cobs out of 
their ears. Anonymous 



Coming Activities : 

Sat. 9 Aug. 3-6 pmAro Valley Comm. Centre: Burmese music & dance fundraiser 
for p/card campaign to release Aung San SuuKyi $5 Contact Sandi (04) 973 0048 
Tues. 12 Aug. 7 pm Thistle Hall, Cuba & Arthur St ‘Bypass in Doubt ’public meeting 
on current bypass issues and other projects. More info: speaker@cbc.org.nz 
Thurs. 14 Aug. 8 pm Windymedia film night: ‘The Leech and the Earthworm ’ 
Newtown Community Centre, cnr Colombo & Rintoul St, $5 
Sun. 31 Aug. 6pm Palestinian Fundraising dinner at Tulsi Restaurant, Cuba St. 
Speaker: Alan Kerr, cardiac surgeon. $22pp cheque to P O Box 642, Wn by 20 Aug. 









Maori sovereignty and the seabed/foreshore issue 


A Maori sovereignty movement is being 
revived in Taranaki. A group called Te 
Puraranga met at Parihaka to discuss the 
foreshore and seabed issue on Saturday 
26 August. The hui, which was attended 
by about 40 people, resulted in a declara¬ 
tion asserting Maori sovereignty over 
land and sea. 

“Authority of Maori Mana over land! 
“Authority of Maori Mana over our seas! 
“Our sovereignty and ownership,” part of 
the declaration read. 

The group included people from hapu 
around the mountain, including Ngati Tu, 
Hapotiki, Tangahoe and Pakakohi, and 
people from the iwi of Taranaki and Ngati 
Maru. The group has lodged a claim in the 
Maori Land Court asking that Maori be 
granted customary title to the Taranaki 
foreshore and seabed, and freehold title to 
parts of the seabed. There was a recom¬ 
mendation at the hui that the claim in the 
Maori Land Court be extended to include 
riverbeds and lakes. A 20-point action 
plan was devised, including sending a 
copy of the declaration to Queen Elizabeth 
II and to other state leaders in the Pacific 
region. 

Te Puraranga would organise a public 
meeting to discuss the issue, and would 
invite community and political leaders, 
spokesman Rata Pue said. “We’ve got to 
work together to ensure our natural 
resources are managed well. It’s a chal¬ 
lenge to all of us in the region.” 

On Thursday 31 July TeArawa lawyer 
Annette Sykes announced the release of a 
Maori publication which aims to shed light 
on the ongoing debate about foreshores, 
stating “We have been fed misinformation 
in the mainstream media about the issues 
and it’s time we dealt to the lies and myths 



that have been promulgated.” 

The book, Te TakutaiMoana, published 
by Tino Rangatiratanga and Te Hau Tika- 
nga in conjunction with The International 
Research Institute for Maori and Indig¬ 
enous Education (IRI), contains a selec¬ 
tion of readings by Maori and Pakeha, 
spelling out Maori views, legal aspects of 
the foreshore case, Maori declarations in 
tino rangatiratanga and breaks down 
misconceptions about the issues. 

“We realise the importance of having 


of this country. This book addresses that 
need for information, ” said Annette 
Sykes. “These articles will add to a badly 
needed rational and informed debate 
about foreshore issues in this country. ” 

Te Takutai Moana contains a wealth of 
information collated by Te Hau Tikangain 
the last two months and includes the 
recent Taranaki Declaration: Te Whaka- 
puakinga, which declares Maori sover¬ 
eignty over all lands, including the fore¬ 
shore. Authors of articles include out¬ 
spoken lawyers such as Annette Sykes of 


Tuhoe/Te Arawa; Moana Jackson (Ngati 
Kahungunu); and Jane Kelsey (Pakeha), 
alongside a range of political and com¬ 
munity commentators. 

“In telling our story to the people of this 
country, we are providing a service more 
valuable than the website provided by the 
National Party, which promotes racism 
and misunderstanding,” continued Sykes. 
“Our advice to National is to provide 
sound information on the issues, and not 
rhetoric that is only focused on attempting 
to lift their standing in the polls. As politi¬ 
cians you owe that much to the people.” 

Te Hau Tikanga stated that they would 
consider providing the book in electronic 
form as a link to the National Party web 
site, in the interests of an open and con¬ 
structive debate. “I witnessed the heart of 
this debate on a slogan in yesterday’s 
march in Whakatu (Nelson): ‘When do we 
stop giving’. This sums up the Maori 
position well,” said Sykes. “If the history of 
this country had been taught in school, the 
people would be well aware of how much 
Maori have given, at their expense, for the 
wellbeing of this country.” 

“In the foreshore case though, the issue is 
not about giving, but in the Crown taking 
something away from us. I think Pakeha 
would agree that it is wrong for anyone to 
have something taken away from them. 
With an informed and rational debate, we 
can expect their support in this case. This 
is a Maori contribution to that goal.” 

Copies of the report are available from Annette 
Sykes (Mobile 021 2432 172, P O Box 1693, 
Rotorua, Tel. 07348 0034 Fax 07346 2933) 

Green MP and Maori affairs spokesperson 
Metiria Turei is calling on politicians of all 
parties of take a deep breath and pull back 
from racially-charged rhetoric that’s 
threatening to derail rational and con¬ 
structive debate over claims to ownership 


of the foreshore and seabed. “Preying on 
the fears of any sector of the community 
for short-term political gain is reprehensi¬ 
ble at any time, but in this case it offers a 
particular disservice to the people of New 
Zealand by stifling the chance for clear¬ 
headed debate,” said Metiria. 

“One suggestion is that the government is 
considering guaranteeing public access to 
the foreshore across Maori land, but with 
no change to the current limits on access 
across private land. If public access is the 
issue, the debate must also include access 
rights over private and crown-owned 
land. To exclude these properties from 
debate is to imply that Maori land is worth 
less than private or crown land. How can 
that be fair? Wide-ranging debate on the 
question of public access to beaches, 
involving all New Zealanders, is the only 
way to deal with the issue constructively.” 

Peace Movement Aotearoa has given 
Pakeha support to Maori customary title 
in an open letter to Helen Clark, Michael 
Cullen and Margaret Wilson. Windy Eds 



Crap arrest of the week: for being 
run over 

Two cyclists taking part in a Critical Mass 
bike ride in the UK were hit by a car, one 
of them being carried along for 100 yards 
on the nutter’s bonnet. When they tried to 
report to the cops what had happened, 
they were both arrested for causing crim¬ 
inal damage to the people carrier that’d 
hit ’em! The police have now dropped the 
charges. www.schnews.org.uk 









